Heroin and the War 




Alfred McCoy, a Yale graduate student who inter- 
viewed 250 people, charges that the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency has known of Thai and South Viet- 
namese official involvement in heroin traffic, has 
covered up their involvement and has participated 
in aspects of the traffic itself. The CIA has publicly 
denied these charges, in the process even per- 
suading Mr. McCoy’s publisher, Harper & Row, to 
let it review his book manuscript before publication. 
But now there comes an internal government re- 
port — done by the CIA and other agencies — on 
the difficulties of controlling the narcotics trade 
in Southeast Asia. The report states: f 

“the most basic problem, and the one that 
unfortunately appears least likely of any early 
solution, is the corruption, collusion, and indif- 
ference at some places in soma governments, 
particularly Thailand and South Vietnam, that 
precludes more effective suppression of traffic 
by the governments on whose territory it takes 
place ” 

That is to say, a private report by agencies in- 
cluding the CIA confirms the thrust of charges 
which the CIA publicly denies. The White House 
contends the report, completed in February, is “out 
of date.” 

Now, we are aware that the Nixon administration 
has worked with great vigor and much effective- 


ness to curb the international narcotics trade. The 
fact remains that the largest supplies of the filthiest 
poison of them all apparently come from or through 
Thailand and South Vietnam, if one is to take the 
CIA’s private word — as against its public word — 
on the matter. Nor should it stretch any reasonable 
man’s credulity to understand that the United 
States has had to accept certain limitations on its 
efforts to get those governments to stop drug deal- 
ing because it has wanted to ensure their coopera- 
tion in the war against North Vietnam. In the final 
human analysis there is simply no place in the pur- 
suit of honor and a just peace in Southeast Asia for 
an all-out honest effort to control traffic in heroin. 
This is the infinitely tragic fact flowing from con- 
tinued American involvement in the war. 

Would heroin addiction among Americans have 
swollen to its current dimensions and would the 
amount of heroin reaching the United States from 
South Vietnam and Thailand have reached its cur- 
rent levels if the war — and power politics— had not 
gotten in the way of effective American pressure 
upon the governments in Saigon and Bangkok? If 
President Nixon needs any further reason to make 
good his pledge to end the war, this is almost 
reason enough by itself for what it says about the 
character of regimes this country has gotten into 
the habit of supporting — lavishly and indiscrim- 
inately— in the name of our “national security” 
and “world peace.” • 
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